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1. ‘The Kulturbund sur Denckratiechen Exneuverung Deutschiands is the nost import- 
and and most powerful Soviet-sponsored eultural organisation 4n Borlin and the 
Russian Zons. No organization in Berlin or in the Russian Zone eould vroperly 

be considered & eompetiter oF gpporent of the Kulturbund. It was founi ot on 
; 4, July 1945 1s the Funkheue in Berlin and maintains offices in Sehlute: sirasse 

j (British yeotor), vat its halls, resteurant, and meeting place are located at 

jageretrasse 2 (Soviet sector). 


Bs The avowed purpese of the Ralturbund 4g the revivel of genocracy in German 
cultural and political life. te officer's and publications heave repeatedly 
atated that the Kulturbund docs not feyor any political partys Hethods used 

te evade this self-imposed nonpartisanship vary. Paul Wandel, for expr Tle, & 
Cemeaniat member of the Kulturbund, is pavorted by Sepade to have eccourted for 
his partisan statements by saying that he speaks not for his office oF the 
Rulturband, but rather for his party, the SkD. Gommant: Wande:., a meu-29X1A6a 
ber of the Central Secretariat of the SED, and president of the Centra’. Ldnin- 
getration for Education in the Russian Zone, is aise aaid by Sovade te heave 
declared, in connection with the recent Russian arrests of University of Borlin 
students, that it 4g the duty and yerivilege of SED students to prevent the 
university from pocoming a refuge of reaction. He reportedly yaceives almost 
daily directives from the Kulturbund on ahaping the political mood of the Rus- 
sian Zone Gernens. 


Bo The present officers of the sulturbud arc for the nost part the original. of+ 
Fieers, chosen soot after the Kultuebund was founded. The president, “97am 
25X1A6a born, Moscow trained, repatriat Sehannes BR. Becher’, 456 mow as & Comm nist 
weiter end post before 19336 me Becher, a member of the Central 
Secretariat of the sep, is reported to have been a momber of the Steeriag Com 
mittee of the Free Germany Comittes in fiusein. He i erodited by sor” with 
having converted Field Mersholl von Paulus to eolleboration with the F. gslans. 
25X1A6a General secretaries of the Kolterbund are Heing Willmann and Alexander Abuseh. 
Comments Willmann, & Comeunist organizer of considereble s<pe" LONCB » 
yaturred fron Mescew 4n the summer of 1945. Aceording to Sopads, be wae de=- 
tailed by Moscow to organize the Kultucbund, and is its present truc Loader « 
He ig a member of the SED, and is in charge of {declogical planning. 743. mann 
was, and may still be, a member of the Soviet Arsy- Other -Kultucbund leaders 
who heve been members of the Soviet Army 3re Willi Bredel - Commmist “riter, 
formerly @ medber of the Stecring Comaittee of the Free Germany Commitcee in 
Russia, and Kiein-Gehmidt, 8 former priest who is a ranking SED functionary 
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Abuseh returned.to Germany from “exico a out eight “onths sgol a D nenber 
of long startin*, and one of the vont imnortent Conmunists in Govaeny, he is ad 


seid to no covertly the editor~in-chief of Shree lerge Sorlin journsis: The 
~ghtbihnes the Aufbau (official mr licetion of she Kulturbund), edited by 
‘ileus Gysis and the Sonntag, edihed by Ur. Glinther Brandt. (Srendt is e mem- 
ber of the Conmtral “Veadcuerters of the $23). 


he Toirty Kulturbund revbers fem the Prisidislret, or vombership Committee, of 
the organization. Cf these, she ~afority ere S.D mo ters, though sone belong 
to the CDU; none ete revbers o” the SED. WLishin bris cormitt e “here oxists 
a smaller group called She trasidislaussc“uss, or Subcommittee. Secher, is a 
nether of thie eroup; ani its prominant CNU se ber ts Mirgorneister Fricdens- 
burg. ost o® the other merbers batong to the S2D or syverathise with it. The 
real control, hovever, rests in a four “an vorking party (arboitsausschuss). 


Alexander Abusech, cnd Xlaus Gysi. The ‘genda of she ~emborship connittee and 
subecormittee is ‘orked out by the svall ‘ orking marty. This inrer sarecun 
constitutes « Siettly knit srou: of neorle who con overate vit ous interference 

- "rom the CDU or obher ner-. Dmechers. QQ Cosnont: Three :residisiret 25X1A6a 
nembers besides Becher were mecbers of the Pree Gerrany Committee In cussia 
during the var: Fricdrich “olf, “111i Yredel, -nd Vheodor :livier, avthor of 
Stalingrad. Flivier is also said to be a novher of the Central Committee of 


, 


the novly Sormed, Communist Cront, Voreini gung ler Torfolgten des :agiragi~ eS.) 


5, . The Berlin organization of “he Kulsurbend in ccralleled in sLL Lander of the 
Russien “one, “ith e Landesloituns of the Kulsurbund as the top Lan’ orverni-« 
gation. “he kulturbund wt up candidetes for the Lani ani frais eleeviors in 
the iucsian Zona lest “ell, ‘ut the nuwber of seats geined hy thon ves negligible. 


6. Tho remsrener Abend, as quoted in Sopade, 12 ‘ey 1947, asti~ tes ranborship in 
the Kulturbund around the first of this year to have heen 20,990 So 35,900 in 
tho 2ussian “one, 12,000 in Merlin, nnd e scattered ~e~borship in she vactern 
gores, Thich brings the totel -e‘borship to ahout 50,000. Vrdowstadly tn 
ehief recruiting appesl of the Kulturbund is net intellectual but physicel. 

T% nas made every effort to make the clubroome it neinteains luxurious, and 
in thea wid-day meale are served to members for a very nominal fee without 
surrender of ration coupons. 


7. seeordins to Sonade, the hulturbund reeeives nonthly dues from its -enbers, 

“ho in som? instances make voluntery contribut'ons of nore than the smount 
o° she dues. It ts difficult, hovev-r, even alloving for occastons] Jercer 
contributions, to soe hov the scount of dues collected 1s a sufficient sua to 
cover the vost of advinistretion slors. Sapnade cites -s sn ox vle the “act 
that the last information reesived iniiested that the provinctel vresidents 
of the Kulturbund in the Russian Jone reesive 1,200 to 1,500 RM per month, and 
their ussissents between 1,000 and 1,200 RMI. Tho heads of the various sections 
of the Kulturbund (some ten in all, including writing, art, music, and senolar- 
ship) reecive about 300 Ri per month. Sorede claims to heve received irforma- 
tion that in “ocklenhurg-Fornern the provincisl Kulturbund receives money in 
the hundreds of thousands of isichsmerts throurh the Finance Jen rtrent of the 
provincial government. (Qcoment: if any proof were needed vhat the 
Xulturbund is an instrument of the SED, and by the same token « Commuidee 
front organization, such concerled governmental subsidizing would be prima 
facie evidence. 
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8, An instance of outright propazerda briefing of a fulturbund of ficial by ~ rep-. 
resentative of S'A tas boen reverted, According to this vrell rlseed and reliable 
source, a men need Sell vas, es rooearor tative ofthe “ulturbund for Sornebora/ 
Thurintis, called in hy 2 Lb. Sol. Vostrikov of wha oes] Korente ture. Yostrikov 
usted Sell to errerte Zor - 2cbines of the erti-faseist verties, to ba hei during 
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April in Sonreburg «ond in trelve of the larger communities of She district. 
The leetvres vere to he In supnort of she jorestie and foreign policies of 
the Sovies Union. Cc 


The inlturbund collaboretes very closely with the Free German TRPade Unions 
Agroctation (FOGB). An cza nlo of their cooperation is the orsenizationel 
vork done in April :rd sy of this voerr in setting up a "reoples" Theater 
Organization (Vol'sblinnen). ko initiel ~ovting vas held in rosden on 29 
April 1947, end vas dominated by ronrasortatives of the Zulturbund end the 
FDSB . The meeting van heyroted oy Kh. Knesehke, rrovineial Secretary of the 
Kulturbund in Land Saxony, “hose theme nrimsrily was that the Soviet occupa- 
tion authorities sd zorerously suprorted the movement for a i’soples' Theater, 
thereby sivine the lic to “itlorian propag:nda ahout Slavie leck of culture. 
Nis aneech rac folloved “ith ono tr ‘lerr Pfannschnidt, Seeretery for Cultural 
Activities in the Provincial Conritsee’ of the SNGB, who pointed out the ine 
portance of culturel setivitieos in the nolitical sri vrivate Life of -orkers. 
Tho frovincial Commitice for the Gurven lsonples! theater Association Por 
Saxony consisted of fiftean members, of whon five vere representabives of the 
FDGB and the follorins five vere renreserteatives &the Kulturbund: 


Frau “erserete Virth, Plauen 
Yerr ", Knesechke, Dresden 

Frau Kate Yoidenhersar, Dresden 
Norr Hans Stuhrrann, Zrickeu 
Herr Sicpran thrertreut, Dresden 


The collaboration between tho Kulturbund and FOG? representatives ves continued 
at ea convention held in the Fulturbund's Terlin elubhouse on the 15, 17, «nd 18 
of Voy 1947 for the purpose of founding eae reovles! “heater Association Tor Ger= 
zany (fundes Deutschor Yolvsbuhnen). At this meeting the SA was represerted 
by Cejor Dr, Jynschitz of the cultural derertment of the SA, ard by iss Lt. 
Fesor “éra, SA “sveator Officer. 


The neeting was distinazvished hy tho presenes of Vilhelm Pioek, es “ell es 
Frietzel of the P0033 Wilde Korbor , actress ‘nd reatess, Kerl-lining . ortin, 
direetor of the Eahbelbthenters tr, Friedrich ol*, nlcycrisht; Dirce*or Sebulzes 
Prite urponeck, mublichars Director ilfred Lindenenn of DuPA; Sleus Sysis snd 
“slter aschke of tha PuGE, 


‘he Kulturhbund is tess known chrouch its publications, which arncar under the 
inrrint of the zufbau Verlre, founded in fugust 1945. Generel] -aneger o” the 
‘sufben Yorleg vas ivrt “ilholn, «0, however, was never issued s pu>lisher's 
Lieense ty the S'’A. In she “ell of 1945 the Kulturbund beerne the lie nsec 
of the tufheu concern. 411 the sheres of the Aufbeu Verlar sre ovned nh, the 
Kkulturburd, which reeeives a monthly sun from tho publishine hoveo es vreits 
ecerued during: the month, Aufbau Verle¢ is responsible for the vonthly nara- 
zine_Aufbaus Aufsaw hooks; Sonntag, a semi-escenist cul‘ural weelly; ard 
Aussorache, thekulturbund's house orgen, distributed to ‘ulturburd renhbers only. 
Aufbau's magazine, reich mede a noticerble stte pt durins Pirst yoer of its 
mistence to bocome a nonpartisen mxblicetion, hes e voresent circulation of 
89,900 conies. It> former circulation was 125,000. Tive thovserd covtag of 
Avtoau are repularly sent to the Gritish “ore, th rest geing te Berlin and the 
Russian “one. No sizable member of copies, anprrently, is distributed in the 
american Zone. 


All allocations of hulk paver to Aufbau Verle@ used to he made bv the S.A. 

This function has recently reverted to the fulturbeirat, or Culturel Advis-. 
ory Coureil, en annex of the Central Adninistretion for sdues tion in the aus- 
tier Zono. Though non-partisan publishers erd printors are narbers of Shis 
Cultural ..dvirory Coureil, the controlling in?lnenee lies vith cinert ard 
Vendel, both Gerean born reratrictes from Toseor. “andel is nertioned in 
parareaoh 2, above, as ~rosident of tre Cantral Atdeinistre Vion Por sducation 
in the tussien Zone, “einert, during the ver, coniueted the Soviet army rrona- 
tenda eddrossed to “he Gernen trey. | Because paper allocations vere in the 
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hends of the SA, crd editorial plannine is in the sends of the: °our man coris 
nittre of the “ulturburd, the role of she former taneral man: gor of the Aufbau 
Yorlaz, Kurt “ilheln, ves a limite? one. ‘ilholm, himsel® onee a “erber of the 
SéD, ressossor of 9 good enti-Hazi record, with some twenty years exnericnee 

in publishing, attorpted from the stcrt to abide by the non-partisan pretensions 
of the Zulturburd. At a wecent meoting of Abuseh, Techer, en’ “illmann, Vilheln 
was eased out of the Aufheu Verlag. 
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tains information 
defense of the 


affecting the nat 
United States within 
the Espionage Act 

32 as amended. ts 
the revelation of its contents in 
manner to an unauthorized person is 
prohibited by law. 
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